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LESSON TITLE: LESSON DURATION: 
Pencil Drawing - Egyptian  50 mins 

SUBJECT: GRADES: 
Egyptian Scarab 1st - 2nd  

UNIT SUMMARY 
Over this unit, students will explore a variety of materials & 
techniques and elements & principles of design through a step-by-
step approach to drawing.  
 
STEP 1 - The structure of this drawing is developed through the 
application of easily identifiable lines and shapes (curved, straight, 
organic lines, circles, etc), which are arranged using basic 
compositional rules, such as balance and proportion.   This drawing 
begins by defining the central beetle shape.  Once this is completed, 
symmetrical, circular wing shapes are added around the beetle.   
Finally, details are added over the wing shapes, e.g., the scale 
texture on the inner wing shape. 
 
STEP 2 ς Tonal details are added into the ōŜŜǘƭŜΩǎ body and the 
sphere it holds to represent shadows. Shading is applied unevenly 
to give a textural effect and suggest it is carved in stone.  White 
shading is added over the darker shadows and clear, defined lines 
are blocked out with white pencil to define the borders of the 
scaraōΩǎ wings. 
 
STEP 3 ς Lastly, the wing shapes are rendered using various layering 
techniques.  Some aspects, such as the scales, are shaded smoothly, 
while other aspects, such as the outer pattern, are rendered to 
appear more textural.   
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VISUAL REFERENCES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REFERENCE ARTWORKS 
 

KEY LEARNING (EALRS) 
 
1. The student understands and applies arts knowledge and 
skills. 
1.1.1 Understands arts concepts and vocabulary:  Principles of DESIGN 

 Uses repetition of several elements to create pattern 
1.2 Develops arts skills and techniques 

Uses art tools and materials safely and appropriately 

 
 

 

3.The student communicates through the arts 
3.2    Uses the arts to communicate for a specific purpose 

 Uses the arts to communicate for a specific 
purpose (e.g., entertain) 

3.3 Develops personal aesthetic criteria to communicate 
artistic choices  

Identifies personal aesthetic choices 
 
 

2. The student demonstrates thinking skills using artistic 
processes. 
2.1    Applies a creative process in the arts: 

 Applies previously learned arts concepts, vocabulary, skills, 
and techniques through a creative process 

2.3   Applies a responding process to an arts presentation: 

 Applies previously learned arts concepts, vocabulary, skills, 
and techniques through a responding process 

 

4.  The student makes connections within and 
across the arts, to other disciplines, life, 
cultures, and work.  

4.2 Demonstrate and analyze the connections between the 
arts and other content areas 

 Identifies concepts and vocabulary common to 
the arts and other content areas 

4.5 Demonstrates knowledge of arts careers and the role 
of arts skills in the world of work  

 Practices safety habits using tools and materials 
appropriately 

KEY WORD SEARCH 

SUBJECT 
EGYPT   
Egypt is a country in North Africa, with the Sinai Peninsula forming a land bridge to Western Asia. Covering an area of 
about 1,010,000 square kilometers (390,000 sq mi), Egypt borders the Mediterranean Sea to the north, the Gaza Strip 
and Israel to the northeast, the Red Sea to the east, Sudan to the south and Libya to the west. 
Egypt is famous for its ancient civilization and some of the world's most famous monuments, including the Giza pyramid 
complex and its Great Sphinx. The southern city of Luxor contains numerous ancient artifacts, such as the Karnak 
Temple and the Valley of the Kings 
SCARAB   
Appearance: The particular species of beetle represented in the numerous ancient Egyptian amulets and works of art 



was commonly the large sacred scarab (Scarabaeus sacer). This beetle was famous for his habit of rolling balls of dung 
along the ground and depositing them in its burrows. The female would lay her eggs in the ball of dung. When they 
hatched, the larvae would use the ball for food. When the dung was consumed the young beetles would emerge from 
the hole. 
Meaning: It seemed to the ancient Egyptians that the young scarab beetles emerged spontaneously from the burrow 
were they were born. Therefore they were worshipped as "Khepera", which means "he was came forth." This creative 
aspect of the scarab was associated with the creator god Atum. 
The ray-like antenna on the beetle's head and its practice of dung-rolling caused the beetle to also carry solar 
symbolism. The scarab-beetle god Khepera was believed to push the setting sun along the sky in the same manner as 
the beetle with his ball of dung. In many artifacts, the scarab is depicted pushing the sun along its course in the sky. 
During and following the New Kingdom, scarab amulets were often placed over the heart of the mummified deceased. 
These "heart scarabs" (such as the one pictured above) were meant to be weighed against the feather of truth during 
the final judgment.  
PYRAMIDS  
Pyramids are large structures with four triangular sides that meet in a point at the top, directly over the center of the 
ǇȅǊŀƳƛŘΩǎ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ōŀǎŜΦ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ōǳƛƭǘ ǇȅǊŀƳƛŘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
biggest and most famous pyramids. The ancient Egyptians built more than 90 royal pyramids, from about 2630 BC until 
about 1530 BC. During that time, the pyramid form evolved from a series of stepped terraces that resembled the layers 
of a wedding cake to the better-ƪƴƻǿƴΣ ǎƭƻǇŜŘ ǇȅǊŀƳƛŘŀƭ ǎƘŀǇŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇȅǊŀƳƛŘΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘŜǇ tȅǊŀƳƛŘ ŀǘ  ŀǉǉņǊŀƘΣ ǿŀǎ 
constructed during the reign of King Djoser (2630 BC-2611 BC). The largest pyramid is the one built for King Khufu, at the 
ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ DƛȊŀΦ YƘǳŦǳΩǎ ǇȅǊŀƳƛŘΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ tȅǊŀƳƛŘΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜǾŜƴ ²ƻƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 
that still survives. 

COLOR PENCIL DRAWING TECHNIQUES 
 

SHADING 
Using a straightforward side-to-side shading motion, a smooth even layer of color is built up. A very 
light touch can be used to deposit the faintest amount of pigment for graduated shading.   

HATCHING 
Rapid, regular, evenly spaced lines are drawn, leaving a little white paper or underlying color showing.   

CROSS-HATCHING 
Hatching overlaid at right-angles. This can be done with different colors, or carried 
through multiple layers, to create a textured effect.  

SCUMBLING 
The 'brillo pad' method, tiny overlapping circles rapidly drawn. Again, it can be used 
to build up a single color or different colors.  

DIRECTIONAL MARKS 
Short directional lines which follow a contour, or the direction of hair or grass or 
other surfaces. These can be densely overlaid to form a rich textural effect.  

INCISED MARKS 
Incised Marks: Two thick layers of color are overlaid, then the top color gently scratched into with 
a blade or pin to let the lower layer show through.  

 

BURNISHING 
Burnishing is simply layers of colored pencil overlaid with strong pressure so that the tooth of the 
paper is filled and a smooth surface results.  
 



MATERIALS 

 
A

  
 

 
 

Colored pencils: Most often, colored pencils are sold in sets, which range from 
12 colors to 120.  Large art supply stores also sell individual pencils, so that one 
can replace an individual pencil as it is used up.  Colored pencils are a fairly new 
medium.  Like graphite pencils, most are encased in wood.  The core of the 
pencil is an extruded column of pigment and binders, usually a cellulose gum.  
It is the proportion of pigments, which are fairly expensive, versus filler 
material that separate artistic grade colored pencils from other colored 
pencils.  20 years ago, art shows rarely had artists whose primary medium was 
colored pencil, but today, it's not uncommon to find a few colored pencil 
drawings at art  
Paper 
While colored pencil can be done on pure white paper, it often is done on 
colored papers, either printmaking papers (shown at the left) or pastel paper.  
This saves time when filling in large areas and gives a unified feeling to the 
drawing.  The important thing about the paper is that it is fairly tough and 
smooth.  
 

Eraser 
To erase colored pencil, a soft eraser is normally used. 
 
Sharpener (also referred to as pencil parer) is a device for sharpening a pencil's 
point by shaving one end. Pencil sharpeners exist in both electric and hand-
powered forms. 
 

ELEMENTS OF DESIGN PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN 

LINE - An element of art that is used to define shape, contours, 
and outlines, also to suggest mass and volume.  It may be a 
continuous mark made on a surface with a pointed tool or 
implied by the edges of shapes and forms. 
SHAPE- When a line crosses itself or intersects with other lines 
to enclose a space it creates a shape.  Shape is two-dimensional 
it has heights and width but no depth. 
SPACE/FORM -Space is the three-dimensionality of a sculpture.  
With a sculpture or architecture you can walk around them, 
look above them, and enter them, this refers to the space of 
the sculpture or architecture.  A three-dimensional object will 
have height, width, and depth.  
TEXTURE- Texture is the surface quality of an object.  A rock 
may be rough and jagged. Texture refers to the way a picture is 
made to look rough or smooth. 
VALUE- Value is the range of lightness and darkness within a 
picture.  Value is created by a light source that shines on an 
object creating highlights and shadows.  Value creates depth 
within a picture making an object look three dimensional with 
highlights and cast shadows, or in a landscape where it gets 
lighter in value as it recedes to the background giving the 
illusion of depth.  

CONTRAST- Contrast offers some change in value 
creating a visual discord in a composition. Contrast 
shows the difference between shapes and can be 
used as a background to bring objects out and 
forward in a design. It can also be used to create an 
area of emphasis. 
DOMINANCE - Dominance is an area that first 
attracts attention in a composition. This area is more 
important when compared to the other objects or 
elements in a composition.  This can be by contrast 
of values, more colors, and placement in the format. 

BALANCE - Balance is a feeling of visual equality in 
shape, form, value, color, etc.  Balance can be 
symmetrical or evenly balanced or asymmetrical 
and un-evenly balanced.  Objects, values, colors, 
textures, shapes, forms, etc., can be used in creating 
a balance in a composition 
PROPORTION - Proportion refers to the relative size 
and scale of the various elements in a design. The 
issue is the relationship between objects, or parts, 
of a whole. This means that it is necessary to discuss 
proportion in terms of the context or standard used 
to determine proportions.  
RHYTHM -Rhythm is showing consistency with 
colors or lines.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Wooden_pencil_sharpener.jpg


 

 

PTSA ς TEACHER FEEDBACK FORM 
Teacher name: 
 
Grade Level: 
 
Was this program a valuable learning experience for your students overall?  Why? 
 
 
 
What were the successful aspects of this project? 
 
 
 
What aspects of this project could be improved? 
 
 
 

 

 


